National Academy Press, had increased its sales by 17% in the year after its decision to post, in full text, 1700 of its current titles on the World Wide Webl. Anyone with Internet access can read any of these titles completely free of charge2.
Though many publishers-especially those with a more commercial agenda-may not be quite ready to make this quantum leap forward, most have made a move in this direction and have established some sort of Web presence. Some 2680 medical and life science journals already have their own Web sites3. In this article I discuss some features of electronic journals as well as provide details of the most popular and influential medical journals that can now be accessed via the Internet.
ELECTRONIC JOURNALS
Internet services develop and evolve with extraordinary speed, and this 'tradition of change' has been mirrored by various journal Web sites. Writing in May 1995, on the launch of the BMJ Web site, the editor remarked that from now on 'users will now be able to scan the list of contents, read the editor's choice, and download full structured abstracts. Some articles will be available in full text'4. By December 1997 this vision had developed to one where, from March 1998, Internet users will be able to see the entire journal in full text, receive each week's table of contents by e-mail and receive a customized alerting service of new articles on defined topicss. Access to the BMJ site will continue to be free.
In addition to providing an electronic version of a paper journal, some Web sites have been quick to exploit opportunities offered by the Internet. For example, the Journal of Clinical Investigation provides hypertext links, from every article, to the PubMed Medline service. This feature allows the reader to search for other articles by the same author, or identify other papers on a related topic (see Figure 1 ). Articles submitted for publication are posted on the MJA Web site along with an invitation for readers to e-mail the editor with their views and comments. Open scrutiny of the peer review process is established since every review, along with the author's response, is posted on the Web site.
SIX OF THE BEST
To help readers find the Web sites of some of the most popular journals I have compiled a Six of the Best-Quick Reference Guide. In compiling this guide I discounted either circulation figures or rankings based on impact factors. The former method promotes 'association journals' at the expense of subscription titles such as The Lancet, whilst the impact rankings7 put titles used by researchers-such as Cell and the Annual Review of Immunology-higher than those used by physicians in clinical practice. Lacking any suitable scientific criteria, I base my Six All editorials, letters, and book reviews are available in full text. All original and review articles have detailed online abstracts with hypertext links that enable you to order a copy of an article. Articles can be faxed or mailed to you at a cost of $10 per item Comments:
The NEJM site has a number of 'Collections' that contain the full text of selected articles published in this journal. Collections Figure 2 shows the results of a sentence written in German and translated into English.
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